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What is a sacrifice?  counter with the woman Once the woman at the other thousand years. For
The word sacrifice in the at the well, He tells His  well told them, He was  such a time as this, we
New Testament has seve disciples (4:35) to “look here they were ready.  have an opportunity to
al nuances. The primary up, the fields are ripe for What is Jesus saying to work hard and sacrifice

word means “the act of harvest.” Jesus is lookingBixby's First Baptist BIG for the next group of
offering” then, objective- at all the people coming Church of the twenty first Christians we will lead to
ly, “that which is of- out of Sychar as a result century? We have over the Lord and raise them

fered.” Paul reminds us of the testimony from the 100 years of historyODur up to be disciples to con-
in Ephesians 5:2 “that woman at the well. I spiritual forefathers and tinue the work of the Lord
Christ loved us and gave verses 37-38, Jesus givednothers have worked ~ until He returns.
Himself up for us as a fra principles about working long and sacrificedso What can you do? First,
grant offering and sacri- the fields. One sows andwe can have land and  look at the fields. Bixby
fice to God.” This sacri- another reaps. Jesus, buildings on our present is growing west where we
fice was a literal offering while looking at the peo- location to preach the go:have purchased twelve
of Himself on the cross. ple coming toward Him  pel and see many invite acres of land. This is the
The word sacrifice can  says in verse 38| sent  Jesus into their lives. In
also take on a figurative you to reap what you the last several decades bringing new people to
meaning as well. For ex- have not worked for. we have benefited from our church field. Second,
ample, in Romans 12:1 Others have done the the labor of others by pray about your sacrificial
the body of the believer, hard work and you have worshipping in a building gift to ourMaster’s Plan
presented to God as a liv reaped the benefits of  they paid for or studying Capital Stewardship
ing “sacrifice” or even in their labor.” the Bible in a class room goal of raising two times
Philippians 4:18 the mate What is Jesus saying inthey built and labored for our annual budget over
rial assistance rendered 1these verses to His disci- Jesus told His disciples three years which is
servants of God or doing ples? The people in Sy- in John 4:38 “others have $500,000Evaluate your
good to others and com- char had already been  done the hard work.” All giving record and ask the
municating with their worked. Someone else you have to do is to bene Lord, how much | can
needs as the writer of He had planted the seed of fit from their labor. Now, sacrifice because | know
brews said in Hebrews truth among them, possi- it is our turn to labor for the benefit of what other
13:16. bly John the Baptist. The the next generation We Christians have done for
In preaching through th people were ready to be should be ready for the me andNOW IT IS MY
gospel of John, we dis- harvested because some-coming of Jesus Christ, ¢ TIME !
cover a good illustration one labored hard, plantinghough it could happen
of sacrificing! In John  the seed of truth, that the today and plan as thougr
chapter 4 after Jesus’ en- Messiah was coming.  He may be gone for an-



“The church
will be saving
$106,000 in
interest
alone.”

What is THE MAS-
TER’S PLAN Campaign?
Itis a 12-week effort to

mine their three-year,
weekly, or monthly
commitments. Though

challenge our congregation people involved in the
to give sacrificially in order campaign will make

to pay (or nearly pay) for
our building program in
three yearsBuilding fund
gifts are to be in addition
to any present support of
the church budget and
missions.The Communi-
cation Phase of the cam-
paign starts this week, cli-
maxing with a Special
Event on Wednesday, Au-
gust 2%' . Families are en-
couraged to seek God’s
leadership as they deter-

their commitments prior
to the Special Event,
most families will be
invited to indicate their
commitments immedi-
ately after the Special
Event.

Why don’t we just
borrow the money for
our building program?

every $1.00 we would
borrow and pay back
over the next 15 to 20

years, we would have to
pay back an additional
$.50 or more interest. If
our people will join to-
gether in making three-
year sacrificial commit-
ments, the church will
be able to save that addi-
tional $.50 or more.
Consider the fact that if
the church reaches its
first goal, the Victory
Goal of $250,000, the
church will be saving
$106,000 in interest
alone.

SAVE THE DATE
The Maifer o Plan Baznﬁ/wﬂ'

Defe:  Weddmesdosy, ugust 250,

Time:
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Plnce: ? aégowztktf Al

Phreschoolers and children, biith
T'A/vou?/b b ?'ww(@ will le cored
f’”’ A The church,



Families in our
church will soon have an
opportunity to indicate on
a commitment card their
plans to give sacrificially

to give certainly means
more than dollars commit-
ted It is a decision to be
used of Godin line with
Paul's commendation of

over the next three years ir some Macedonian Chris-

support of our relocation.
The emphasis is upon
commitment, not pledging.
How does a commitment
differ from a pledge? For
one thing, a commitment
involves an effort to dis-
cover and follow God's
leadership. A commitment
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THE MASTER’S
PLAN communication
phase began this week
with the distribution of
this newsletter to church

tian, “They first gave

and followed God's lead-
ership,we believe God
will enable us to fulfill
our commitment.

In preparing for
your THE MASTER’S
PLAN commitment, why

themselves” (2 Corinthians not begin to pray in earnest

8:5). In addition, @om-
mitment denotes a trust

in God. We never know
what may happen tomor-
row, much less over the
next three years. Because
we have earnestly sought

% &

phasis. An all-church
Special Event, Wednes-
day, August 28,2010 ,
will climax the commu-
nication phase. Follow-

families. During the next ing this event, church

four weeks, families will
be fully informed about
our building program
and encouraged to seek

families will be invited
to make weekly or
monthly THE MAS-
TER’S PLAN commit-

God's leadership as theyments. The total of all

determine their THE
MASTER’S PLAN
commitments.
“Planning Today for a
Growing Tomorrow”
will be the major em-

Event

Sunday School Lesson

commitments will be
announced at the con-
clusion of the special
event. Our goalisto
pay (or go a long way
toward paying) for our

Date/Time

Sunday, August %', 9:23 AM

for God'’s leadership. Once
you have discovered it,
then you can confidently
follow that leadership and
join with other families in
making a commitment.

building program in
three years instead of
assuming a long term
mortgage. We need
$500.000 . If we are
successful, thousands of
dollars in interest pay-
ments will be saved, and
our regular budget will
be free of the pressure
which a long term mort-
gage frequently impos-
es. THE MASTER’S
PLAN commitments are
to be in addition to any
present support of the
budget and missions.

Location

“Commitment
denotes a
trust in God”

Sunday School Classes

Prayer Event

Sunday, August 229, 9:23 AM

Sanctuary

Special Event

Wednesday, August 28, 7:00 PM

Fellowship Hall
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1. What are our campaign goals? actual resources.” members will be invited to partici-
Our minimum Victory Goal _ pate. Also, others who have mani-

need is $250,000. We also have a - Why use a commitment card?  fested a continuing interest in the

Challenge Goal of $500,000, and a © Commitment cards enable fami- . rch, though they are neither

Hallelujah Goal of Phase | Com-  lies to indicate in a simple, yet con- cpyrch nor Sunday School mem-
pleted Debt-Free. fidential way their plans to support pers will be invited to participate.
the building program.
2. When will my family make its - They encourage families to set 9. Will my commitment constitute
THE MASTER’S PLAN commit- specific goals for giving. They help a permanent investment?
ment? the church plan wisely. - No doubt about it! Many people
Most families will be invited to ) L have invested in different ways in
make their commitments immedi- 6. How will my family give its past years to bring us where we are
ately after THE MASTER'S PLAN Commitment? _ now. We have the privilege of
Special Event, scheduled on August.  The church will provide each  6yiding buildings for those who
25th . family with THE MASTER'S will come under the influence of
_ _ PLAN envelopes during the ban-  this church’s life and work for dec-
3. Will my family be asked to make quet on August 25th, 2010. ades into the future.
a public commitment? _ . George W. Carroll, a wealthy
No. A commitment card and 7. Can | change my commitment tayag philanthropist, gave several
envelope will be provided from the later? large gifts to Baptist causes. He lat-
church. - Yes. Because the future isal- o |ost large sums of money. One

After families have filled out ways uncertain, some of us will be day while viewing a church build-
their commitment cards and placed blessed in ways that will allow us to ing he had helped to build, he was
them in envelopes, they will return  give even more than we are com-  scked by a friend if he was sorry he
them to the church for tabulation.  mitting at the present time. Others |54 given his money to the church.

may find it necessary to lower or e yeplied, “No, because all that |
4. What assurance do | have that  gyen cancel their commitments be- pred, o,
my family can give its commit- cause of unforeseen circumstances gaye away is preserved.” Surely, we

ment? ;

God never leads us to make a 8. Will commitment cards be nee_d to _know and believe that
commitment we cannot fulfill. mailed or will Commitment Visitors Ch”St.W'I.l always honor and re\(vard
One pastor noted, “When peo- call on Sunday School pupils who a_sacr|f|C|aI commitment made in
ple give from reason, they give  are not church members and others HiS name for His work. We need to

trust Him to do it in His way and in

who are not church nor Sunday ) .
His own time.

people give from revelation, they = School members?
are then free to give from God’s - Adults who are Sunday School

) - (

The church website now contains a section on Theté&fa Plan
Capital Stewardship Campaign. Important dategfulearticles,
and other information is made available. Donory make their
contributions on-line through PayPal.

Visit www.fbcbixby.org/masterplan




